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MESSAGE FROM THE CENTRE DIRECTOR

DANIEL ANG
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 �� ������� ���  �
��������  �������� “We 

have great scope and desire to increase the 

practical support of local communities in 

their focus on being and making disciples, 

in their mission to constantly evangelise 

the hearts of parishioners, invite baptised 

Catholics back into active involvement in 

the Church, and reach out to those who do 

not yet know Christ and that their home is 

with us.­������������������������������������

�������

Established by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation 
dedicates itself to the support of parishes, migrant chaplaincies and other Eucharistic 
communities in their fidelity to the person and mission of Jesus Christ. Working 
together with Bishop Richard Umbers, our Episcopal Vicar, for Evangelisation, the 
Centre seeks to serve the Church’s fundamental mission, bringing Christ to Sydney 

and Sydney to Christ.

������� �
��

Director,  

����������������������
���������

����������������

3



The Parish Renewal Team supports parishes 
that are seeking to renew their communities 
as places of encounter with the living Christ 
and centres of evangelisation and outreach 
in love and mercy. The team does this 
principally by providing practical support 
for parishes seeking to engage strategies 
for spiritual and structural renewal 
outlined in the Archdiocesan Mission 
Plan, Go Make Disciples.

PARISH RENEWAL TEAM

ELLIOTT BOWEN  
�����������	�������
��

TANIA RIMAC 
�����������
������������������������
�����������

JOHN NGUYEN 
������������
�
����������

SR ANASTASIA REEVES OP 
�����������	�������
��

HELEN WAGNER 
�����������	�������
��

CONTACT THE TEAM 

������������������� 
������ ����������	���������
������
���


Website: 
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In alignment with the vision of the 
Archdiocese, Sydney Catholic Youth seeks 
to evangelise by inviting young people to 
encounter the joy of Christ and His Church. 
It seeks to equip leaders to: follow Christ, 
lead others, discern vocation and build 
up God’s Kingdom; create and facilitate 
the experience of intentional Christian 
community; support and build up young 
people in holiness, faith and understanding; 
and, raise their hearts and minds to God in 
worship and prayer.

Sydney Catholic Youth lives out these 
priorities in three key areas: parish youth 
ministry; engaging primary and secondary 
schools in the Archdiocese in conjunction 
with Sydney Catholic Schools to foster 
greater communication, formation and 
support within the schools between 
teachers, students and the Church; as well 
as, connecting students with their parishes 
and other activities.

SYDNEY CATHOLIC YOUTH

CAMPBELL EVANS 

�����������������

JULIAN VIEIRA 

����������
��

SOFIA MIFSUD 

����������
��

IMOGEN VAN RENSBURG 

����������
��

CONTACT THE TEAM 
�������������������� �
������������������
������
��������
�

Website: 

			�������
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Sydney Catholic Youth 

serves the commission of 

Christ to ‘go make disciples’ , 

walking with young people 

toward an ever deeper 

encounter with Christ in the 

midst of the Church for the 

transformation of the world. 7



The Life, Marriage and Family team 
provides parish-based marriage 
and family support in the guiding 
and building up a culture of life, 
marriage and family within parishes 
and across deaneries.

It provides formation, support 
and facilitates events for parents, 
and leads couples and men’s 
ministry groups in parishes. The 
team helps to create, sustain 
and enrich marriage and family 
culture, developing and delivering 
resources to assist in this mission.

The team also provides for 
the spiritual needs of the faith 
community and those on the 
peripheries through the facilitation 
of focused prayer opportunities, 
sacramental formation, liturgies, 
retreats, Masses celebrated for 
various occasions, and prayer and 
healing ministries.

LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

HAZEL LIM 

������������
��

SIMON YEAK 
��
��������������������� ������������

MICHAEL JAKSIC 
������������
�����������������
��

KATE TURNBULL  
������������
�����������������
��

CONTACT THE TEAM
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S NETWORK

The Catholic Women’s Network (CWN) 
exists to support Catholic women in 
Sydney and beyond in living faith-filled 
lives and making an impact in the wider 
community. Inspired and shaped by 
this faith, the Network seeks to connect 
individual women to each other and 
existing women’s ministries. CWN also 
seeks to support and enrich Catholic 
women by creating new opportunities, 
programs and initiatives.

Through the influence and example of the 
women connected to the network, CWN 
will proclaim Christ in all things and bear 
the Church’s eternal message of Truth.

Catholic Women’s Network is:

• Authentically and obediently 
Catholic

• Feminine

• Vocations focused

• Accessible, approachable and down 
to earth

HAZEL LIM 

������������
��

SALLY HOOD 

�������
������������	�������
���

HELENA ROUMANUS  

�������
������������	���������
�����
����

CONTACT THE TEAM
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The Communications and News Media 
team shares the faith and good works of 
the Church in Sydney. It communicates 
the message of the Gospel as it is lived 
out in the parishes, chaplaincies and 
ministries of the Archdiocese.

It seeks to engage the general public 
and the mainstream media and provides 
support to parishes, chaplaincies and 
other Eucharistic communities in helping 
them share their stories through the 
media, inviting new people to Christ.

The team invites the sharing of stories,  
for the promotion and awareness via  
���� �������
� ������, social media 
platforms of the Archdiocese and the 
broader media.

COMMUNICATIONS AND NEWS MEDIA

DARREN ALLY  
����
��

ANTHONY MILIC 
 ���������������
������

CONTACT THE TEAM

��������¡�¢£¤��¥¦

������ darren.ally@sydneycatholic.org
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The Catholic Weekly is sold in parishes via 
digital and print around Australia and the 
world. The paper also maintains a digital 
news website catholicweekly.com.au, 
Facebook and Twitter pages.

This ministry supports the mission of the 
Church by reporting on inspiring ways in 
which Catholics and communities can make 
Christ known to the world.  It seeks to inspire 
others by what they see and read, whether it 
be in families or parish communities.

Our platforms report on state, national and 
international news relevant to the Church, 
so that Catholics have a reliable source of 
information. 

We are especially committed to supporting 
parish priests as the leaders of our parish 
communities, and seek to be a resource 
to which they can turn to help share good 
news with a wider audience. Details of 
parish news, including contacts, can be sent 
to cweditor@catholicweekly.com.au

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY

MARILYN RODRIGUES 
�����������������

MICHAEL COOK 
�����������������

TARA KENNEDY 
������ ���������������������

BEN LEE 
���������������
���

MATHEW DE SOUSA 
���������������
���

CHRISTINA GUZMAN�
�������������

IGNATIUS CORBOY  
 ���������
����������
���������
��

CHLOE MOMBESHORA 
������������������������
������
��

HEIDI HARIYONO 

����
�������������

���������

������
	������
�����
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The Catholic Weekly serves the Church in its mission by disseminating 

news, information and stories of faith and evangelisation which 

help inform and inspire the daily lives of Catholics, families, parish 

communities and other faith communities across the Archdiocese.

	
	
	After funeral bereavement support available

	Tailored options for your personal finances

	Affordable pre-paid and pre-arranged funerals

NEW
S

Day, Month XX, YEAR

A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I 
was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

tion ever since. During 

ars a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP

FROM THE ARCHBISHOPNEW
S

$2

19, July, 2020

Clare Communications Co
PTY LTD

See our website for more 

information on our services

CATHOLIC LEADERS and 

disability advocates have ex-

pressed disgust that the NSW 

Ageing and Disability Com-

mission received information 

about 2200 cases of abuse, ne-

glect and exploitation in just 12 

months. 

In its �rst annual snapshot 

the commission revealed that 

out of 10,000 calls to its hotline 

it had handled more than 3800 

matters with nearly two-thirds 

of those relating to abuse, ne-

glect and exploitation of adults 

with a disability and older peo-

ple. 
�e most commonly report-

ed allegations for older people 

were psychological and �nan-

cial abuse, while for adults with 

disability it was psychological 

abuse and neglect. 

Approximately 75 per cent of 

the reports to the commission 

related to older people, mainly 

older women. 

Leading the commission is 

lawyer Robert Fitzgerald who 

told media that “everyone has 

the right to live free from abuse 

and we all have a role to play in 

making that happen”. 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

OP said it was “quite disturb-

ing” to learn that the commis-

sion had received so many re-

ports of abuse and neglect in its 

�rst year. 

“As Catholics, we are called 

to respect the fundamental dig-

nity of each person, all loved as 

children of God,” he said. 

“We must do all we can to 

protect the most vulnerable 

in our community and ensure 

they can live safe and secure 

lives.” 

Deputy national leader of 

Aged abuse 

shocks
Those close to NSW aged care disgusted by latest 

statistics on mistreatment of elderly

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Heavenly love with feet on the ground

NEWLYWEDS ELISE and 

Robert Bautista have already 

overcome their �rst hurdle 

of married life, tying the knot 

during a global pandemic in 

a near-empty church.

�ey exchanged vows last 

month at Maternal Heart 

of Mary Parish in Lewish-

am and are inspired by the 

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues many couples who celebrat-

ed a combined 2000 years of 

married life at St Mary’s Ca-

thedral last weekend.

“We are so grateful for 

the example of our parents’ 

and grandparents’ love and 

commitment over decades 

of marriage,” Elise told �e 

Catholic Weekly.

�ey follow on the heels 

of Amal and Lourdemary 

Arulswamys who celebrated 

57 years of wedded bliss at 

the annual Marriage Mass at 

the cathedral celebrated by 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

OP.
�e Liverpool couple said 

the secret to a long and hap-

py married life is practising 

the faith together.

REPORT P3

L’Arche Australia Claire Lawler 

said that the organisation was 

“appalled” to see the NSW sta-

tistics. 

“We believe every person 

has a right to feel safe in their 

environment,” Ms Lawler said.  

She said that L’Arche strongly 

supported the statement from 

the Australian Human Rights 

Commission recognising the 

“inherent value of each per-

son, regardless of background, 

where we live, what we look 

like, what we think or what we 

believe…based on principles 

of dignity, equality and mutual 

respect”. 

“L’Arche believes very 

strongly in treating others fairly 

and having the ability to make 

genuine choices in our daily 

lives,” she said. 

“Respect for human rights 

is the cornerstone of strong 

communities in which every-

one can make a contribution 

and feel included”.  At Sydney’s 

Ephpheta Centre for the deaf 

and hard of hearing, the Cen-

tr’e Manager of Business, Liz 

McDowell, and David Parker, 

Manager of Community, said 

they were not surprised at the 

high number of serious com-

plaints. 

�e centre had helped 

many deaf people to overcome 

“wide-ranging” types of abuse 

including psychological abuse 

and neglect. 

“We know from the expe-

riences of many deaf people 

in our community that many 

people with a disability are of-

ten ‘left behind’ and their rights 

overlooked,” they said. 

�ey said the reports high-

light the need for urgent action 

to be taken to support people 

with a disability. 

“But sadly, many people 

with a disability do fall in be-

tween the cracks and this is 

when abuse and neglect hap-

pens.”

Current statistics on abuse of the elderly are shocking, say those 

working in the industry or representing it.  PHOTO: RAWPIXEL LTD

IRAQ’S CHRISTIANS 

‘ALMOST EXTINCT’

A BEAUTIFUL 

BROTHERHOOD P11

P16

12, July, 2020

PERTH ARCHBISHOP Tim-
othy Costelloe SDB has urged 
Catholics to make submissions 
on proposed legislation forcing 
the state’s priests to break the 
confessional seal if child sexual 
abuse is discussed.  Archbishop Costelloe made 

his appeal in an open letter to 
the Archdiocese of Perth’s cler-
gy, religious and lay faithful on 
2 July, 

He advised that the Chil-
dren and Community Servic-
es Amendment Bill 2019 had 
been referred to a parliamen-
tary committee of inquiry and 
that he would lodge a written 
submission on the bill by the 
24 July closing date. He called on other Catholics 

to consider lodging their own 
submission or to work with 
others to lodge a joint submis-
sion. 

“It is my hope that in doing 
so the widespread concerns 
of Catholics about this funda-
mental challenge to such an 
important aspect of our Catho-
lic faith might be strongly com-
municated to our politicians,” 
Archbishop Costelloe wrote. 

In May the archbishop is-
sued a sharp rebuke to Western 
Australia’s Child Protection 
Minister Simone McGurk after 
she called on him to support 
forcing priests to disclose in-
formation about child abuse 
gained during the Sacrament 
of Confession. At the same 

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

time he released toral letter explaininground to his misminister and why sthe proposed law “is open” to him or betdren’s safety. “As I stated in mstatement I remain full
mitted to the safety of c
and young people within the
Archdiocese of Perth,” he wr
on 2 July.   

“Any person with alleg
of sexual abuse by Churc
sonnel should go to the p“Our Catholic Profess

Standards O�ce stands r
to assist people to do so.  “�e sexual abuse of c

dren and young people is 
abhorrent crime wherev
whenever and by whomever it
is perpetrated.   “I recommit the Archdio

cese of Perth to its ongoin
safeguarding initiatives tha
are in place across all our agen-
cies.” 

Looking for a newww.catholicjobsonline.com.au

Prela
defen

SealArchbishop urges faithful to defend
Sacrament of Confession

¾

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB

It is my hopethat in doingso the widespr
of Catholics...  might be strcommunicated to ourpoliticians.”

Archbishop Costelloe SDB

THE CHURCH. ALL OF IT.

THE CATHOLIC WEEKL

Youth Festival a flying success

Feel the Joy
�ree days of sometimes frenetic activities and talks saw a re-

markable outpouring and experience of faith as around 20,000 

young people came together for the Australian Catholic Youth 

Festival. No-one who was there was left unchanged ...
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Digital and Design strives to creatively 
respond to our call to Go Make Disciples 
and bring people into encounter with 
Jesus Christ.

We do this by embracing new and existing 
media and communication strategies 
to ensure that our message reaches the 
people of God wherever they are.

The team has expertise in traditional print 
and graphic design including: posters, 
banners, flyers, prayer cards, bookmarks, 
brochures and booklets; digital graphics 
for websites and social media; website 
design, development and hosting; digital 
newsletter production; videography and 
podcasting services; social media strategy; 
and, digital communication strategy.

The Digital and Design team are committed 
to working collaboratively with our 
clergy and parishes to assist them in 
communicating their mission through 
the best possible and/or most suitable 
means available in a professional and 
personal manner.

DIGITAL MARKETING

LIBERTY DEL ROSARIO  
���������

ALAN NONA 

��������
���

CONTACT THE TEAM

����������¤¥¤��§¥¦¡

�������Liberty.DelRosario@sydneycatholic.org

The team offers practical workshops 
for parishes in areas such as building 
and maintaining websites, maintaining 
e-newsletters and livestreaming of Masses, 
among others.
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Graphic Design 

Website Design

Videography

Podcasting

Green Screen Studio 

Parish Websites

Social Media

Livestreaming
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Daniel Ang 

����
���

�������¦��¤¥¤��§¥¦�

�������daniel.ang@sydneycatholic.org

Khiara Cummings 

���
����������
��

�������¦��¤¥¤��§¥¨¢

�������khiara.cummings@sydneycatholic.org

Hazel Lim 

������������
��

�������¦��¤¥¤��§¥¨¤

�������hazel.lim@sydneycatholic.org

PARISH RENEWAL TEAM

Elliott Bowen 

�����������	�������
��

�������¥£�§¦¤�¤�£�

�������elliott .bowen@sydneycatholic.org

Tania Rimac 

�����������
�����������������������������������

�������¨£��¥£�¦�§�

�������tania.rimac@sydneycatholic.org

SYDNEY CATHOLIC YOUTH

Campbell Evans 

�����������������

�������¦���������©ª

�������info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Hazel Lim 

������������
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CATHOLIC JOBS ONLINE 
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DIGITAL MARKETING
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Cover Image: Raphael, The Miraculous Draught of Fishes, 1515
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al lessed are you, Father,  

who, in your infinite love  

sent us your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, 

that we may have life, and have it in 

abundance.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,  

renew our Eucharistic communities. 

May they be places of encounter  

with the living Christ, centres of 

evangelisation and outreach  

to our community in love and mercy.

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and 

love to be faithful disciples of Jesus  

and radiant witnesses to the people 

of Sydney.

Our Lady, Help of Christians. 

Pray for us!

Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Star of the New Evangelisation. 

Pray for us!

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 

Pray for us!
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St Martha’s, 38 Renwick St, Leichhardt, NSW 2040  

Tel: (02) 9390 5100

Current version can be downloaded at

www.sydneycatholic.org/sydney-centre-for-evangelisation/


