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MESSAGE FROM THE CENTRE DIRECTOR

DANIEL ANG

We believe that every parish and 
Eucharistic community is a true sign 
and witness to the presence of Christ, 
a people gathered around the Word 
and sacraments where faith is nurtured 
into discipleship and enters the world 
through word and deed. In this way, every 
parish, migrant chaplaincy, and ecclesial 
movement is a dwelling place of the Holy 
Spirit who keeps us faithful to Jesus in 
the present and sends us out to share his 
Good News with boldness.

Whether assisting local communities in 
the work of parish renewal, accompanying 
the newly engaged in their journey to 
marriage, or sharing the Good News of 
the Church in Sydney through digital 
media and communications, our staff are 
committed to serving the spiritual needs 
of a changing city and suburbs and to 
supporting the call to discipleship which 
is made to all.

In this changing landscape, we are 
challenged as a Church to be bold 
and creative in proclaiming Christ, 
preaching the abiding Gospel in new 
ways and supporting our communities 
as outposts of Jesus’ Great Commission.  

We honour and celebrate the rich faith and 
good works that are already present and 
active in our parishes and communities, 
and at the same time hear the Gospel’s 
call to ongoing conversion and constant 
spiritual renewal.

As shared by Archbishop Anthony, “We 
have great scope and desire to increase the 
practical support of local communities in 
their focus on being and making disciples, 
in their mission to constantly evangelise 
the hearts of parishioners, invite baptised 
Catholics back into active involvement in 
the Church, and reach out to those who do 
not yet know Christ and that their home is 
with us.” It is this mission that our Centre 
serves.

Established by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation 
dedicates itself to the support of parishes, migrant chaplaincies and other Eucharistic 
communities in their fidelity to the person and mission of Jesus Christ. Working 
together with Bishop Richard Umbers, our Episcopal Vicar, for Evangelisation, the 
Centre seeks to serve the Church’s fundamental mission, bringing Christ to Sydney 
and Sydney to Christ.

Daniel Ang  
Director,  

Sydney Centre for Evangelisation

Yours in Christ,
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The Parish Renewal Team supports parishes 
that are seeking to renew their communities 
as places of encounter with the living Christ 
and centres of evangelisation and outreach 
in love and mercy. The team does this 
principally by providing practical support 
for parishes seeking to engage strategies 
for spiritual and structural renewal 
outlined in the Archdiocesan Mission 
Plan, Go Make Disciples.

PARISH RENEWAL TEAM
ELLIOTT BOWEN  
Parish Renewal Manager

BARBARA PERRY 
Community Engagement Manager

TANIA RIMAC 
Parish Evangelisation and Formation 
Coordinator

SR ANASTASIA REEVES OP 
Parish Renewal Officer

HELEN WAGNER 
Parish Renewal Officer

CONTACT THE TEAM 
Tel: (02) 9390 5330 
Email: parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org

Website: 
www.gomakedisciples.org.au
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In alignment with the vision of the 
Archdiocese, Sydney Catholic Youth seeks 
to evangelise by inviting young people to 
encounter the joy of Christ and His Church. 
It seeks to equip leaders to: follow Christ, 
lead others, discern vocation and build 
up God’s Kingdom; create and facilitate 
the experience of intentional Christian 
community; support and build up young 
people in holiness, faith and understanding; 
and, raise their hearts and minds to God in 
worship and prayer.

Sydney Catholic Youth lives out these 
priorities in three key areas: parish youth 
ministry; engaging primary and secondary 
schools in the Archdiocese in conjunction 
with Sydney Catholic Schools to foster 
greater communication, formation and 
support within the schools between 
teachers, students and the Church; as well 
as, connecting students with their parishes 
and other activities.

SYDNEY CATHOLIC YOUTH
MILAD KHALIL 
Team Leader

JOHN NGUYEN 
Youth Officer

ANNA HARRISON 
Youth Officer

CATHERINE PHILLIPS 
Youth Officer

CONTACT THE TEAM 
Tel: (02) 9307 8152  
Email: info@sydneycatholicyouth.org 

Website: 
www.sydneycatholicyouth.org

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/SydneyCatholicYouth
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Sydney Catholic Youth 
serves the commission of 
Christ to ‘go make disciples’ , 
walking with young people 
toward an ever deeper 
encounter with Christ in the 
midst of the Church for the 
transformation of the world. 7



The Life, Marriage and Family team 
provides parish-based marriage 
and family support in the guiding 
and building up a culture of life, 
marriage and family within parishes 
and across deaneries.

It provides formation, support 
and facilitates events for parents, 
and leads couples and men’s 
ministry groups in parishes. The 
team helps to create, sustain 
and enrich marriage and family 
culture, developing and delivering 
resources to assist in this mission.

The team also provides for 
the spiritual needs of the faith 
community and those on the 
peripheries through the facilitation 
of focused prayer opportunities, 
sacramental formation, liturgies, 
retreats, Masses celebrated for 
various occasions, and prayer and 
healing ministries.

LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
HAZEL LIM 
Mission Manager

SIMON YEAK 
Sacramental Life and RCIA Coordinator

IVICA KOVAC 
Life, Marriage and Family Officer

HASHYA WEERAKKODY  
Life, Marriage and Family Officer –  
Marriage Focus

CONTACT THE TEAM
Email: 
lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org

Website: 
www.sydneycatholic.org/life-marriage-and-family

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/LifeMarriageFamilySydney

and  
facebook.com/maximusmensydney
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S NETWORK
The Catholic Women’s Network (CWN) 
exists to support Catholic women in 
Sydney and beyond in living faith-filled 
lives and making an impact in the wider 
community. Inspired and shaped by 
this faith, the Network seeks to connect 
individual women to each other and 
existing women’s ministries. CWN also 
seeks to support and enrich Catholic 
women by creating new opportunities, 
programs and initiatives.

Through the influence and example of the 
women connected to the network, CWN 
will proclaim Christ in all things and bear 
the Church’s eternal message of Truth.

Catholic Women’s Network is:

• Authentically and obediently 
Catholic

• Feminine

• Vocations focused

• Accessible, approachable and down 
to earth

HAZEL LIM 
Mission Manager

SALLY HOOD 
Catholic Women’s Network Officer 

JESSICA DOHERTY  
Catholic Women’s Network Project Officer  

CONTACT THE TEAM

Email: catholicwomensnetwork@
sydneycatholic.org

Website: www.catholicwomensnetwork.org

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/CatholicWomensNetwork0
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The Communications and News Media 
team shares the faith and good works of 
the Church in Sydney. It communicates 
the message of the Gospel as it is lived 
out in the parishes, chaplaincies and 
ministries of the Archdiocese.

It seeks to engage the general public 
and the mainstream media and provides 
support to parishes, chaplaincies and 
other Eucharistic communities in helping 
them share their stories through the 
media, inviting new people to Christ.

The team invites the sharing of stories,  
for the promotion and awareness via  
The Catholic Weekly, social media 
platforms of the Archdiocese and the 
broader media.

COMMUNICATIONS AND NEWS MEDIA
MARCUS MIDDLETON 
Director

MICHAEL KENNY  
Manager

ANTHONY MILIC 
Audio Visual Specialist

CONTACT THE TEAM

Tel: 0439 350 692

Email: marcus.middleton@sydneycatholic.org

12



13



The Catholic Weekly is sold in parishes via 
digital and print around Australia and the 
world. The paper also maintains a digital 
news website catholicweekly.com.au, 
Facebook and Twitter pages.

This ministry supports the mission of the 
Church by reporting on inspiring ways in 
which Catholics and communities can make 
Christ known to the world.  It seeks to inspire 
others by what they see and read, whether it 
be in families or parish communities.

Our platforms report on state, national and 
international news relevant to the Church, 
so that Catholics have a reliable source of 
information. 

We are especially committed to supporting 
parish priests as the leaders of our parish 
communities, and seek to be a resource 
to which they can turn to help share good 
news with a wider audience. Details of 
parish news, including contacts, can be sent 
to cweditor@catholicweekly.com.au

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY
PETER ROSENGREN 
Editor   

ADAM WESSELINOFF 
Deputy Editor

DEBBIE CRAMSIE 
Senior Multimedia Journalist

MARILYN RODRIGUES 
Multimedia Journalist

STEVE RICHARDS  
Advertising and Marketing Manager

KATIE CLARKE 
Advertising Sales

RITA NG 
Agency Accountant

LOUISA BUNAWIJAYA 
Administration Officer

Website: 
catholicweekly.com.au

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/TheCatholicWeekly

14

catholicweekly.com.au

10

NEWS

Day, Month XX, YEAR

A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP

From the archbishopNEWS



The Catholic Weekly serves the Church in its mission by disseminating 
news, information and stories of faith and evangelisation which 
help inform and inspire the daily lives of Catholics, families, parish 
communities and other faith communities across the Archdiocese.

catholicweekly.com.au
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ment was offering less than 

20 per cent of what Palliative 

Care Victoria had told them 

was needed.And it’s not like Victorian 

palliative care services didn’t 

need the help. Statistics released just last 

week by the Australian Insti-

tute of Health and Welfare 

show that Victoria has been 

woefully below the national 

average for Medicare-subsi-

dised palliative care services 

since the time euthanasia was 

legalised.In Australia, an average of 

58 people in every 100,000 

receive Medicare-subsidised 

palliative care visits, either in 

their home or in the hospital.  

Despite being one of Austra-

lia’s most populated states, in 

Victoria, these Medicare-sub-

sidised visits are available to 

only 41.6 people per 100,000.

This isn’t because few-
er people are using the same 

amount of services. 
Victoria is also below the 

national average in relation to 

the number of services pro-

vided. 
Around the country, states 

average 316.4 Medicare -sub-

sidised palliative care visits 

The love that’s just too much trouble

W e have known for a long time that those who describe them-

selves as pro-choice when it 

comes to abortion are in fact 

deeply anti-choice.  While 

they wax lyrical about the 

“right to choose,” they do 

nothing to provide support 

for those women who want to 

keep their baby, either during 

or after pregnancy.  
If they were authentically 

and consistently pro-choice, 

then the same people – men 

and women – who hold plac-

ards at pro-abortion rallies 

would also be volunteer-
ing for pregnancy counsel-

ling services or donating to 

providers of the same, but it 

doesn’t routinely happen, if 

at all.
Similarly, the MPs who last 

year stood up in NSW Parlia-

ment and claimed that their 

pro-abortion vote was about 

a woman’s right to choose 

should be just as vocal and 

heartfelt in their pleas for the 

provision of services for fam-

ilies.  But there has been no 

evidence of that.The irony of the self-pro-

claimed pro-choicers is that 

they are thoroughly an-
ti-choice.This is true at the start of 

life and it is also true at the 

end of life.Those who push for eu-

thanasia and assisted suicide 

to be made legal describe 

their campaign as being one 

about end-of-life “choices,” 

but they also are complete-

ly disinterested in advocat-

ing for, or providing choice to, 

those who are nearing the end 

of life.
Instead, and just like the 

abortion advocates, they 
frame their campaign in 

terms of choice to make it 

more palatable to the public 

and the politicians.In particular, those who ar-

gue for assisted suicide and 

euthanasia will say that its le-

galisation is not about dimin-

ishing the quality of or access 

to palliative care.  Instead, 

they argue, it is an option for 

people for whom palliative 

care does not work, and who 

would be left to die in agony.

Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.  Austra-

lia has some of the highest 

quality palliative care in the 

world, and those who offer it 

say that for the two per cent 

of patients for whom it does 

not work, palliative sedation 

is offered so that they are not 

in any pain or distress as they 

reach the end of their lives.
All they really need is the 

resources to educate more 

doctors and patients about it, 

and to ensure it is affordable 

for everyone.But euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide advocates are 

not interested in that type of 

“choice.”
Remember that when Vic-

toria conducted its inquiry 

into end-of-life choices, 30 of 

the 49 recommendations that 

the committee made related 

to the improvement of pallia-

tive care, and only one had to 

do with the legalisation of eu-

thanasia and assisted suicide. 

Palliative Care Victoria re-

quested an additional $65 

million in annual funding in 

order to meet the require-

ments, but they were given 

nothing.
The government instead 

put all its attention on push-

ing euthanasia laws through 

parliament, and it wasn’t till 

after they were accepted that 

palliative care funding was 

considered. Even then, the amount giv-

en was minimal.  At a com-

mitment of $62 million over a 

five-year period, the govern-

Nurses provide care to a patient in palliative care.  

PHOTO: CNS PHOTO/PHILIPPE WOJAZER, REUTER

Abortion and pro-euthanasia 

activists talk the talk – and 
that’s about all

To The poinT with Monica Doumit

 ... just like the abortion advo-cates, [Those who push for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide] frame 
their campaign in terms 
of choice to make it 
more palatable to the 
public and the politi-
cians.”

 
Ph: 4620 8822 or 9708 6972 

www.KenneallysFunerals.com.au 

‘Servicing greater Sydney and the Macarthur area’

Why choose Kenneally’s
	Servicing the Catholic Community

	Family owned and operated
	After funeral bereavement support available

	Tailored options for your personal finances

	Affordable pre-paid and pre-arranged funerals

Prompt and Personalised  Care

per 100,000 people; in Victo-

ria, this number is 234.6.
While it might be cynical to 

suggest that the lethal cocktail 

provided for assisted suicide 

is a lot cheaper than provid-

ing quality palliative care, it is 

also true. If Victoria was seri-

ous about providing end-of-

life choices, then the number 

of Medicare-subsidised palli-

ative care services it provides 

to its citizens should be the 

highest in Australia.
Unfortunately, there is 

about as much chance of that 

as there is a pro-abortionist 

offering pregnancy support.

catholicweekly.com.au
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of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP
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CATHOLIC LEADERS and 

disability advocates have ex-

pressed disgust that the NSW 

Ageing and Disability Com-

mission received information 

about 2200 cases of abuse, ne-

glect and exploitation in just 12 

months. 
In its first annual snapshot 

the commission revealed that 

out of 10,000 calls to its hotline 

it had handled more than 3800 

matters with nearly two-thirds 

of those relating to abuse, ne-

glect and exploitation of adults 

with a disability and older peo-

ple. 
The most commonly report-

ed allegations for older people 

were psychological and finan-

cial abuse, while for adults with 

disability it was psychological 

abuse and neglect. 

Approximately 75 per cent of 

the reports to the commission 

related to older people, mainly 

older women. 

Leading the commission is 

lawyer Robert Fitzgerald who 

told media that “everyone has 

the right to live free from abuse 

and we all have a role to play in 

making that happen”. 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

OP said it was “quite disturb-

ing” to learn that the commis-

sion had received so many re-

ports of abuse and neglect in its 

first year. 
“As Catholics, we are called 

to respect the fundamental dig-

nity of each person, all loved as 

children of God,” he said. 

“We must do all we can to 

protect the most vulnerable 

in our community and ensure 

they can live safe and secure 

lives.” 
Deputy national leader of 

Aged abuse 

shocks
Those close to NSW aged care disgusted by latest 

statistics on mistreatment of elderly

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Heavenly love with feet on the ground

NEWLYWEDS ELISE and 

Robert Bautista have already 

overcome their first hurdle 

of married life, tying the knot 

during a global pandemic in 

a near-empty church.

They exchanged vows last 

month at Maternal Heart 

of Mary Parish in Lewish-

am and are inspired by the 

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues many couples who celebrat-

ed a combined 2000 years of 

married life at St Mary’s Ca-

thedral last weekend.

“We are so grateful for 

the example of our parents’ 

and grandparents’ love and 

commitment over decades 

of marriage,” Elise told The 

Catholic Weekly.

They follow on the heels 

of Amal and Lourdemary 

Arulswamys who celebrated 

57 years of wedded bliss at 

the annual Marriage Mass at 

the cathedral celebrated by 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

OP.
The Liverpool couple said 

the secret to a long and hap-

py married life is practising 

the faith together.

REPORT P3

L’Arche Australia Claire Lawler 

said that the organisation was 

“appalled” to see the NSW sta-

tistics. 
“We believe every person 

has a right to feel safe in their 

environment,” Ms Lawler said.  

She said that L’Arche strongly 

supported the statement from 

the Australian Human Rights 

Commission recognising the 

“inherent value of each per-

son, regardless of background, 

where we live, what we look 

like, what we think or what we 

believe…based on principles 

of dignity, equality and mutual 

respect”. 
“L’Arche believes very 

strongly in treating others fairly 

and having the ability to make 

genuine choices in our daily 

lives,” she said. 

“Respect for human rights 

is the cornerstone of strong 

communities in which every-

one can make a contribution 

and feel included”.  At Sydney’s 

Ephpheta Centre for the deaf 

and hard of hearing, the Cen-

tr’e Manager of Business, Liz 

McDowell, and David Parker, 

Manager of Community, said 

they were not surprised at the 

high number of serious com-

plaints. 
The centre had helped 

many deaf people to overcome 

“wide-ranging” types of abuse 

including psychological abuse 

and neglect. 

“We know from the expe-

riences of many deaf people 

in our community that many 

people with a disability are of-

ten ‘left behind’ and their rights 

overlooked,” they said. 

They said the reports high-

light the need for urgent action 

to be taken to support people 

with a disability. 

“But sadly, many people 

with a disability do fall in be-

tween the cracks and this is 

when abuse and neglect hap-

pens.”

Current statistics on abuse of the elderly are shocking, say those 

working in the industry or representing it.  PHOTO: RAWPIXEL LTD

IRAQ’S CHRISTIANS 

‘ALMOST EXTINCT’
A BEAUTIFUL 

BROTHERHOOD P11
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PERTH ARCHBISHOP Tim-
othy Costelloe SDB has urged 
Catholics to make submissions 
on proposed legislation forcing 
the state’s priests to break the 
confessional seal if child sexual 
abuse is discussed.  Archbishop Costelloe made 

his appeal in an open letter to 
the Archdiocese of Perth’s cler-
gy, religious and lay faithful on 
2 July, 

He advised that the Chil-
dren and Community Servic-
es Amendment Bill 2019 had 
been referred to a parliamen-
tary committee of inquiry and 
that he would lodge a written 
submission on the bill by the 
24 July closing date. He called on other Catholics 

to consider lodging their own 
submission or to work with 
others to lodge a joint submis-
sion. 

“It is my hope that in doing 
so the widespread concerns 
of Catholics about this funda-
mental challenge to such an 
important aspect of our Catho-
lic faith might be strongly com-
municated to our politicians,” 
Archbishop Costelloe wrote. 

In May the archbishop is-
sued a sharp rebuke to Western 
Australia’s Child Protection 
Minister Simone McGurk after 
she called on him to support 
forcing priests to disclose in-
formation about child abuse 
gained during the Sacrament 
of Confession. At the same 

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

time he released a longer pas-
toral letter explaining the back-
ground to his missive to the 
minister and why supporting 
the proposed law “is simply not 
open” to him or better for chil-
dren’s safety. “As I stated in my pastoral 

statement I remain fully com-
mitted to the safety of children 
and young people within the 
Archdiocese of Perth,” he wrote 
on 2 July.   

“Any person with allegations 
of sexual abuse by Church per-
sonnel should go to the police.   

“Our Catholic Professional 
Standards Office stands ready 
to assist people to do so.  “The sexual abuse of chil-

dren and young people is an 
abhorrent crime wherever, 
whenever and by whomever it 
is perpetrated.   “I recommit the Archdio-

cese of Perth to its ongoing 
safeguarding initiatives that 
are in place across all our agen-
cies.” 

Looking for a new Job?www.catholicjobsonline.com.au

Prelate defends Seal It can’t get any better 
for St Joan’s students 

Archbishop urges faithful to defend 
Sacrament of Confession

SINGING WITH the choir 
is an everyday activity for 
students at Haberfield’s St 
Joan of Arc Catholic Prima-
ry School but singing with 
the writer of Choir was heav-
en sent.

Multi-award winning 
ARIA performer Guy Sebas-
tian heard the young stu-
dents had been rehearsing 
his aptly titled tune Choir 
and decided to pop in and 
check on their progress.The Voice coach was greet-

ed with stunned-silence as 
he danced into the school 
hall unannounced, singing 
the chorus asking the star-
struck young singers ‘What’s 
happened you are not sing-
ing?’.

And if that wasn’t enough, 
he then gave the whole 
school an exclusive perfor-
mance of his brand new song 
Standing With You, the first 
time he has performed it in 
public.

Guy said it was an abso-
lute “honour” to sing with 
the young choir and try out 
his new song on them.“It’s really cool that the 

first time we did Standing 
With You in public was in 
front of kids,” he said. “It was also the first time 

I’ve sung a song live in front 
of people since COVID, so it 
was really special that it was 
at a small school with such 

 ¾Debbie Cramsie

Guy Sebastian made the day one that students at 

St Joan of Arc’s Primary in Haberfield will never 

forget when he dropped by unannounced.

St Joan of Arc Primary student Boh Bargwanna with Guy Sebastian.

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB.

talent and heart at the St 
Joan Of Arc Catholic Primary 
School.

“What an emotional and 
beautiful day ... big love to 
everyone involved and all 
the wonderful kids  - you tru-
ly touched my heart.”Another heart that was 

touched was that of Boh 
Bargwanna, one of the solo 
singers who said singing with 
Guy was something she’ll 
never forget”. The Year 6 chorister, who 

Guy compliments on her 
“good voice” in the video, 
said performing with the 

superstar was like a dream 
come true.“I still can’t believe it, 

it was so cool, we were all 
shocked, surprised and up-
lifted,” she beamed.   “He was so great and it 

was so much fun, he danced, 
fist pumped the kids and an-
swered all our questions.

“And I really didn’t believe 
he said anything about my 
singing until I watched the 
video back. He actually said I 
was really good.“It was something I know 

none of us will ever forget.” 
School principal Des Cox 

said all the hard work and 
secrecy about the visit was 
more than worthwhile just 
seeing the expressions on the 
students faces alone.He said the choir thought 

they were being filmed by 
Sydney Catholic Schools and 
couldn’t believe it when the 
superstar burst in.  “This will long be re-

membered at St Joan of Arc, 
Haberfield, as “The day we 
welcomed a new Guy to our 
school,” Mr Fox said. “The surprise as he en-

tered soon turned to elation 
and excitement when we all 
realised that the guy singing 
with our Choir was THE Guy 
actually singing his own song 
‘Choir’.”

“Amazing how an out of 
the ordinary experience can 
help put some normal back 
into our children’s lives.”

It is my hope that in doing so the wide-spread concerns of Catholics ...  might be strongly communicated to our politicians.”
Archbishop Costelloe SDB

NEWS
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Youth Festival a flying success

Feel the Joy
Three days of sometimes frenetic activities and talks saw a re-
markable outpouring and experience of faith as around 20,000 
young people came together for the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival. No-one who was there was left unchanged ...

Youth leap in the air outside 
Qudos Bank Arena at Homebush 

during the Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival. The three day 

event was dominated by a 
positive atmosphere.

PHOTO: CYRON SOBREVINAS
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Digital and Design strives to creatively 
respond to our call to Go Make Disciples 
and bring people into encounter with 
Jesus Christ.

We do this by embracing new and existing 
media and communication strategies 
to ensure that our message reaches the 
people of God wherever they are.

The team has expertise in traditional print 
and graphic design including: posters, 
banners, flyers, prayer cards, bookmarks, 
brochures and booklets; digital graphics 
for websites and social media; website 
design, development and hosting; digital 
newsletter production; videography and 
podcasting services; social media strategy; 
and, digital communication strategy.

The Digital and Design team are committed 
to working collaboratively with our 
clergy and parishes to assist them in 
communicating their mission through 
the best possible and/or most suitable 
means available in a professional and 
personal manner.

DIGITAL AND DESIGN

CHARLIE AZZI  
Graphic Designer

RENATE CASSIS 
Multimedia Designer

MATHEW DE SOUSA 
Multimedia Designer

ALAN NONA 
Web Designer

CONTACT THE TEAM

Tel: 0439 350 692

Email: marcus.middleton@sydneycatholic.org

The team offers practical workshops 
for parishes in areas such as building 
and maintaining websites, maintaining 
e-newsletters and livestreaming of Masses, 
among others.
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Graphic Design 
Website Design
Videography
Podcasting
Green Screen Studio 
Parish Websites
Social Media
Livestreaming
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Daniel Ang 
Director
Tel: (02) 9390 5324
Email: daniel.ang@sydneycatholic.org

Hazel Lim 
Mission Manager
Tel: (02) 9390 5319
Email: hazel.lim@sydneycatholic.org

PARISH RENEWAL TEAM

Elliott Bowen 
Parish Renewal Manager
Tel: 0436 529 946 
Email: elliott .bowen@sydneycatholic.org

SYDNEY CATHOLIC YOUTH

Milad Khalil 
Team Leader
Tel: (02) 9307 8152
Email: info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Hazel Lim 
Mission Manager 
Tel: (02) 9307 8480
Email: lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S NETWORK

Hazel Lim 
Mission Manager
Tel: (02) 9390 5319
Email: catholicwomensnetwork@sydneycatholic.org

COMMUNICATIONS AND NEWS MEDIA

Marcus Middleton 
Director 
Tel: 0439 350 692
Email: marcus.middleton@sydneycatholic.org

Michael Kenny 
Manager
Tel: 0438 046 406
Email: michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY

Peter Rosengren 
Editor 
Tel: (02) 9390 5415
Email: cweditor@catholicweekly.com.au

Steve Richards  
Advertising and Marketing Manager
Tel: 0429 188 800
Email: steve.richards@catholicweekly.com.au

CATHOLIC JOBS ONLINE 

Katie Clarke 
Advertising Sales
Tel: (02) 9390 5402 or 0425 226 918
Email: katie.clarke@catholicjobsonline.com.au

DIGITAL AND DESIGN

Marcus Middleton 
Director, Communications and News Media
Tel: 0439 350 692
Email: marcus.middleton@sydneycatholic.org
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al lessed are you, Father,  

who, in your infinite love  
sent us your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, 

that we may have life, and have it in 
abundance.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
renew our Eucharistic communities. 

May they be places of encounter  
with the living Christ, centres of 
evangelisation and outreach  
to our community in love and mercy.

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and 
love to be faithful disciples of Jesus  
and radiant witnesses to the people 
of Sydney.

Our Lady, Help of Christians. 
Pray for us!

Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Star of the New Evangelisation. 
Pray for us!

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 
Pray for us!

B



CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000  
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